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When the COVID-19 pandemic began in 2020, many physical therapy programs sought innovative 

teaching methods through remote learning, including virtual simulation of patient interactions. As 

educators implemented virtual simulation to solve issues such as a lack of clinical placement sites, it 

became apparent that virtual learning experiences may fill a critical gap in physical therapy education. 

Research supports the success of simulation across content areas; however, for continued success, 

instructors must understand and follow simulation best practices using three steps: prebrief, feedback, 

and debrief. Prebriefing readies students to engage with patients, while feedback during the simulation 

provides guidance and encouragement. Debriefing is particularly critical: research frequently documents 

that the bulk of student learning occurs within the debriefing process. With the three steps in mind, 

instructor and student debriefing checklists were developed and applied using Tanner’s Model of Clinical 

Judgment to assess knowledge and participation for physical therapy students as well as speech-

language pathology and occupational therapy students. This course will review the three steps to 

simulation implementation as well as debriefing checklists and debrief evaluative strategies.  

 

Learners will be able to list the three steps of supervision for a simulation-based learning experience. 

Learners will be able to interpret debrief checklist scores as they relate to student engagement and 

understanding. 

Learners will be able to list three required elements for a successful virtual debriefing session. 
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